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ETHEL’S CAFE in CISCO

Searching for eTheL STorieS...

The Zephyr is looking for stories about
Ethel’s Cafe, or Ethel, or the people
who frequented her establishment,

or even stories about Cisco,
in its heyday.

If you have a memory you’d like
to share, send it our way and  we’ll share 

it with Zephyr readers.

cczephyr@gmail.com

In the mid-70s, Cisco, Utah was already being called a ghost 
town. It had boomed briefly during the Uranium Craze, but the 
town looked deserted by the early 70s.

One marginal exception was Ethel’s Cafe. Its owner was 
known for her cranky disposition and I was told once that if I 
ever felt as if I needed more abuse than what was being served 
to me, I should pay Ethel a visit.

Being the masochist that I am, I immediately headed north, 
up the river road to see Ethel. It was early spring and still 
blustery and cold. I found Ethel behind the counter, a cigarette 
dangling from the edge of her mouth. She had one customer, 
who seemed to have permission to be there, but they both cast 
a scornful eye at me when I asked if I could get a Coca-Cola.

“They’re in the freezer case,” she snarled. “Get it yourself.”
I pulled a bottle from the fridge but it didn’t feel very cold. 

Because I have had a death wish for decades, I asked, “Do you 
think I could have a glass with some ice?”

“What the hell for? You just took it out of the FREEZER!”
I paid for my Coke and left. Feeling supremely abused, I sa-

vored luke warm soft drink, all the way back to Moab.
                                                                            --JS

ETHEL’S CAFE as it looks today.

The actual freezer case from which I extracted
my tepid cola...
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THE BACKBONE #12

SCOTT THOMPSON
Beckley, WV

PAUL COOMBS
Easthampton, MA

MO BUSBY
Summit, MS

Please read The Zephyr 
or I’ll poke you in 
the eye with 
this pitchfork...

Thank you.

TIM LENGERICH
Ajo, AZ

JIM CASE
Flagstaff, AZ

OMAR
TATUM

Louisville,
KY

THE BACKBONE #28
Why aren’t you
in color, Bogie?

I’m ‘old school,’
Batman...
Also, I’m one of
Stiles’ leftover
B&W JPEGS.
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MIKE ‘THE CHIEF’ 
RITCHIE

Gunnison, CO

MONTICELLO, UTAH
Phone: Look it up yourself
Email: what are you...nuts?

CRISTA WORTHY
Los Angeles, CA

HTML?   PDF?
How about

P-A-P-E-R!!!!

Gilles 
d’Aymery

HELP SUPPORT ONE OF THE MOST INTELLIGENT 
WEB SITES ON THE INTERNET...

Swans Commentary
http://www.swans.com/

FUNDRAISING TIME: Dear readers, we need to raise $2,500 between now and the
end of the year. Without this amount of money (in addition to what we have
already received), we won’t be able to maintain Swans with the quality and
dependability you have grown used to over the years. We must pay for our
costs, at the very least. You read Swans and you appreciate our commentaries
and the fact that we are an ad-free zone. We do too, but we are shouldering
the financial costs. We can’t do it ad vitam aeternam. If you wish to
continue enjoying Swans, please help us raise $2,500. Ask yourselves the
value of our work, and whether you can find a better edited, more trenchant,
and thoughtful Web publication that keeps sanity and sound thoughts as first
priorities. Without your help, we shan’t be able to continue to bring to you
and the larger community this cogent bi-weekly collection. Donate now! --

http://www.swans.com/about/donate.html


