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L O S I N G   S O L I T U D E
By Martin Murie

www.packratnest.com
packrat7881@att.net

LONG RANGE PROGRAM FOR HUMAN SURVIVAL 

For decades the Land Institute at 2440 E. Water Well Road, Salina, KS  67401  (info@
landinstitute.org)  has pursued one goal: the perennialization of the conventional and 
world-wide annual grain crops like wheat, corn, soybeans, upland rice, sunflower, grain 
sorghum and Kernza—the Land Institute’s trademark—named for a wild perennial wheat 
grass. Kernza is a staple food crop in Asia and Africa. Here is the first sentence from the 
Institutes’ Mission Statement: “When people, land and community are as one, all three 
members prosper; when they relate not as members but as competing interests, all three 
are exploited.”

And here is an excerpt from “Our Work:” “Thousands of new perennial grain 
plants live year-round at the Land Institute, prototypes we developed in pursuit of a new 
agriculture that mimics natural ecosystems. Grown in polycultures, perennial systems 
require less fertilizer, herbicide and pesticide. Their root systems are massive. They man-
age water better, exchange nutrients more efficiently and hold soil against the erosion of 
water and wind.”

The advantages of a turn to perennialization are tremendous. Perennials have much 
deeper root systems than annuals, can reach deeper strata of water and nutrients and they 
can reduce erosion by covering acres of cropland all year round.  

The latest issue of the Land Report (issued three times a year) outlines POSSIBLE 
FARM BILL MILESTONES:

Another question: “Won’t the seed yield of perennial always be limited by the need to 
save energy for over-wintering?”

Answer: “Annuals and perennials both have to save energy to survive winter . . . one as 
seed. It isn’t clear that over-wintering as seed takes more energy than over-wintering as a 
perennial. Even if it does, many perennials have more energy available each year because 
their growing season is longer and they don’t have to establish as a seedling each spring. 
Perennials can even grow during dry spells when annuals are limited by roots too short 
to reach moisture.”  

“Can no-till farming match perennials at protecting cropland and water?”
Answer. “No. Although no-till technology has reduced erosion, problems remain with 

the biological limits of annual plants. They are often too small for much of the year and 
relatively inefficient at capturing water and nutrients. What they let slip by can exceed 
that of perennials by 500 percent. This wasted water carries soil nutrients, fertilizer and 
pesticides that pollute rivers, lakes and coasts. Annual crops will always have this limita-
tion.” 

There are other questions and answers. If your curiosity is aroused here’s the phone 
number: 785-823- 5376 

Alison and I first met Wes Jackson, the founder of the Land Institute, at Clarkson Uni-
versity, Potsdam, New York, and had the chance to hear him again at the Glen Helen 
Association’s meeting a few weeks ago. Wes still has his wry sense of humor. The motif 
of the evening was a graphic comparison of perennial root systems compared to annual’s 
root depth. Astounding!   

The Land Institute gives away hybrid seeds to any scientist interested in developing 
perennials. Compare Monsanto Corporation: patented seeds. Latest reports claim that 
Monsanto controls over 80 percent of the seed crop in the United States.

“2015--Subsidies encourage more perennial grass for production of meat, eggs and 
milk.

2020--The first perennial grain, Kernza, becomes available to small number of com-
mercial farms, while seed supplies build.

2030--Farmers and consumers learn about the new perennial grain crops.
2040--Three decades after 40 percent of the waters were deemed unfit, it is again safe 

to swim in every stream.
2045--A variety of perennial grain crops are available across the country with growth 

methods that include grazing and haying
2050--Former dead zones at river mouths are again thriving as fisheries
2055--Perennials cover 80 percent of farm acreage, a reversal of five decades earlier. 

Valuable annual crops grow only on the least erodable fields.” 

The current issue includes a question-and-answer section:

Question: In 55 years we humans might not even be here. How can such a long period 
be met by any Farm Bill? 

Answer.  “. . . we need to move as fast as possible. The sooner these crops are made 
available, the more land we can save from degradation. Global agricultural land likely 
will expand as human population grows toward the forecast of 9 billion.  . . . Where costly 
fertilizers, chemicals and fuels are not an option, farming that is highly efficient and con-
servative of natural resources is needed -- and will be needed even more 25 years from 
now.”  

The current issue of the Land Report has a page entitled Field Notes where Wes Jack-
son is quoted as saying, “There will come a day when there won’t be any economists. 
They’re the ones who believe in perpetual motion machines.”

Here’s another from that page: “THE RULE IS SIMPLE: The more machinery man 
gets, the more machined he is. When the traveler gets off a horse and into a machine, the 
tempo of his mind as well as the locomotion is changed.” This quotation is from J.Frank 
Dobie’s The Mustangs.  

. . . AN UPDATE FROM THE ACTIVIST FRONT 
On an entirely different subject, though war and perennials are, in real life, intimately 

connected: Billions of dollars for war and not one RELIABLE RED CENT to delay climate 
change, while the Agriculture Department of the Federal Government has to endure the 
short-range profit-seeking bills concocted by corporate lobbyists in Washington, D.C.  

Serving the 191 Corridor in scenic Eastern Utah The Peace Tree Juice Cafe can serve you 
in Moab, Monticello and Blanding! You have never experienced 

great organic food that has tasted so good!

www.peacetreecafe.com
BLANDING

164 N. Hwy 191
435.5678.396

MONTICELLO
516 N. Main

435.587.5063

We’re re-building our Moab 
Cafe but it will return soon!

MOAB 20 S Main St
435.259.8503

 “When people, land and community are as one, 
all three members prosper; 
when they relate not as members 
but as competing interests, 
all three are exploited.”

The Land Institute
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JOE D KINGSLEY 
Home: (435) 259-6034 

COLDWELL BANKER ARCHES RE 
moabking@citlink.net

CUSTOM EXECUTIVE LOG HOME ON 5 ACRES IN CASTLE VALLEY. 4 
BEDROOMS; 2 3/4 BATHS; SPA ROOM; GREAT ROOM; MODERN KITCHEN-

WITH JENNAIR GRILL/RANGE. WRAP AROUND COVERED DECK. HEATING & 
COOLING PROVIDED BY 2 FORCED AIR SYSTEMS. TRIPLE PANEWINDOWS 
THROUGHOUT. INCLUDED IN SALE: LOG FURNITURE IN LIVING ROOM AND 
MASTER BEDROOM, ANTIQUE BRASS GUEST BED, POOLTABLE, HOT TUB, 

OAK DINING TABLE & CHAIRS. OWNER/AGENT.

CASTLE VALLEY HOME
FOR SALE

http://gsjaor.fnismls.com/publink/default.aspx?GUID=3a4b3ebe-
ccb0-481c-88c1-21d0f7c14136&Report=Yes

Our Claim Stays the Same:
FART-FREE BEANS

www.miguelsbajagrill.com

REMEMBER ALL WEB LINKS ARE ‘HOT’
just ‘click’ & GO

I want to take a few moments to talk about the social event of the week. our anti-war 
demo. Last week we had 20 people show up, the hard core. Time passes quickly when we 
engage in talking and listening to pedestrians on all four corners at Xenia and Limestone 
in Yellow Springs, Ohio.  It is amazing, the anti-war emotions uncovered in these conver-
sations. Yellow Springs is a small town about eight miles from Xenia, where Alison and I 
now live. (House prices in Yellow Springs about twice the size of Xenia’s). 

Last Saturday a woman whose father was in the Infantry in the fight against fascism 
talked about that war and the wars since that have made no sense at all. The Saturday 
before, Andrew showed up with his home-made sign. He told me that he could not hold 
back any longer, he had to show up. On week-ends tourists make their appearance. Once, 
a man from Colorado stopped to talk to us. He hailed from a thoroughly militarized city in 
Colorado and he told us about the anti-war sentiment, demonstrations included, in that 
city. We asked him to say hello from us to the demonstrators in his home town. He said 
he would. 

Now if you think these little conversations are not worthwhile, please think again. They 
are lessons to us about the hidden opposition to senseless wars in Afghanistan, Paki-
stan and Iraq. Yes, we get pro-war shouts from passing cars, but the usual response is a 
“straight ahead” look. Sometimes the “straight aheads” actually lift a hand from the steer-
ing wheel, as though half-way agreeing with us. 

There is always hesitation from pedestrians we talk and listen to, about taking the next 
step, joining us, but when that simple step is taken the world opens up.  We learn from 
CITIZENS in the good ol’ US of A. Fun? Sure is !!!  

…BUT MORE ACTIVISM IS NEEDED
Well, we face serious and deadly crises striking us all at once, and I guess the anti-war 

protests are a chance to socialize, but always the civilian and military deaths and wound-
ings are always there, a black background.  The latest crises are the oil spill in the Gulf of 
Mexico that killed eleven workers on the drilling platform and the recent deaths of 29 coal 
workers trapped underground in Upper Big Branch mine. Accidents happen every day in 
industrial work, some minor, some major—and deaths too. 

Oil is still boiling up from the ocean bottom. British Petroleum is buying dispersants 
and spreading it on the oil.  Long-term effects are unpredictable, especially for coral reefs, 
already besieged by ocean acidification and warming of the world’s oceans. BP is also 
spreading dispersants on the sea bottom. This has never been done before; the long-term 
consequences are unknown, but we can guess that sea bottom creatures will be affected. 
When the oil reaches the gulf of Mexico’s land, Mexican and U.S. beaches and marshy 
regions it will spread havoc. The solutions are obvious; the federal government needs to 
levy fines that are way beyond the “cost of doing business.” BP was given a pass by the 
authorities: the cost of the appropriate structure to meet the explosion and subsequent 
events was “too expensive.” This leniency has to stop. Saying so won’t budge the people in 
charge of our country now. What we need is a massive “People in the Streets” movement. 
Impossible? No. We are up the crick without a paddle. Time to get moving. Orangutans 
have been observed getting into rowboats and paddling with their huge hands. We are 
doing the equivalent down here in Ohio--standing on sidewalks with posters and flags. 
We show up.


