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The  W I L D E R   W e S T...
                         the ART & WIT & WISDOM of DAVE WILDER

Plastic Indians

 Not everyone in Sedona is part Indian, it just seems that way sometimes. 
I’ve met quite a few folks there who claim to be ¼ to ½ some tribe or an-
other. They are invariably dripping with turquoise and calling themselves 
something like “Willow Moon-Feather.” They often have a trust fund. 
Most of them claim to be healers too, shamanic practitioners of the highest 
order. Medicine Men. Or is it more PC to say Medicine Persons?  For the 
right price, some of them will take you out to the vortex and tell you any-
thing you want to hear. You can tell you’re close to a vortex in Sedona when 
you feel the money being sucked out of your wallet. They also take plastic… 
Visa, Mastercard and American Express. They are the Plastic Indians.

 
I admit to having no patience for these charlatans. Aside from duping 

gullible tourists with spurious claims about medicine wheels, there is just 
something unseemly about cherry-picking Native religions to stuff full the 
gaping holes in your New Age cosmology. It is at once both extremely tacky 
and profoundly disrespectful of the very people they claim such kinship 
with. Some are true believers, I know, and some are merely snake-oil sales-
men. All are liars, either to themselves or others or both. I have to wonder 
what turns and choices in life brought them to such a place, to grow their 
hair long, learn to play the flute and change their name to some animistic, 
gobbley-gook confection. What real life trauma sent them on this spirit 
trail of fantasy? Why not just admit to being a dark-skinned Italian with 
family in Ohio and let the Indians alone? They have enough trouble. For it 
is the truth, as my wise Okey Grandma used to say, that no matter where 
you go, there you are.

DW

Dave Wilder’s art can be seen at:

http://www.wilderarts.com
and at the 

Laughing Raven Gallery
417 Hull Ave.

Jerome, Arizona

and on facebook:

“David Wilder Arts”
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Richard Helmke...
Glenwood Springs, CO

Steve Urycki...
Cuyahoga Falls, OH

Mary Anne Hoover, Ogden, UT
Mark & Karen Galleger

Clarke Abbey...Moab, UT

Janet Walther...San Diego, CA
Rick...Cheyenne, WY

Bruce Van Dyke..Sparks, NV
Dennis Demots...Oakdale, CT

Linda McCracken...Westport, CT
John Brasch, Louisville, KY
 Kevin Hedrick, Allston, MA

Michael Kossow..
Taylorsville, CA

David McCargo...
Anchorage, AK

BARBARA CHURCHILL...
Bethesda, MD

BILL LIPE...Moscow, ID

These are the noble 
BACKBONE 
memberswho didn’t 
send a photo. 
But I am standing by
...pen in hand...JS

THE UN-TOONED BACKBONES

LIFETIME
BACKBONE 
MEMBER

ANNE
SNOWDEN
CROSMAN

CLARK
TROWELL

Green Valley, 
CA

Kay & Tuck Forsythe
Ellensburg, WA

ANDREW KEETON
from Mike Reed..

OKC, OK

DAVID YARBROUGH
Waddy, Kentucky

PAUL CLEARY
Tulsa, OK

SEDONA,
ARIZONA

John Tappon
Corvallis,Oregon

SANDY WOLFE
Questa, NM

in memory of
JOHN URBANEK
Moab, Utah

CARNIVORES! HERBIVORES!
OMNIVORES!!

We offer ethnic and traditional cuisine
and emphasize the use of high-quality,

organic ingredients and fresh
seasonal produce.

ALL MENU ITEMS TO GO
352 N MAIN ST   259.6896

Please read The Zephyr 
or I’ll poke you in 
the eye with 
this pitchfork...

Thank you.


