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NOT SO CHARISMATIC CREATURES 

The Pika, aka cony, are very small rabbit-like animals, but actually it belongs 
to a different famly, Ochotonidae. The rabbit fmily is Leporidae. The Cony of 
bible lore is an entirely different animal. Lately, field biologists have noticed that 
in certain regions of the mountain west, Conys have disappeared and in other 
mountain ranges the population has moved up to somewhat higher elevations. 
Conys are extremely sensitive to small elevations of environmental tempera-
tureas,. At higher elevations grasses and forbs exist in a more tundra-like distri-
bution than at lower elevations. Whether Conys will be able to store enough hay 
for winter warmth and food remains to be seen. They are not hibernators. They 
store huge stacks of hay, using summer months to do it, mouthful by mouth-
ful.. 

Another more obvious sensitivity situ-
ation is the beetle, Dondrocnus spp. They 
have also been able to survive winter at 
higher elevations due to slight changes in 
global temperatures. The result is devasta-
tion of white-bark pine forests, a high alti-
tude species. In some areas more than half 
the white-barks are dying, girdled by Den-
drocnus larvae. Grizzly bears and Clark’s 
nutcrackers and other high altitude jays de-
pend on abundant crops of white-bark pine 
cones. 

Grizzly bears also eat spider webs as 
part of their diet before hibernation, and 
their dependence on whitebark pine cones 
is equally well established. The above ex-
amples of extremely subtle affects of global 
warming, aka Climate Change. are not no-
ticed much by our media. Why? Because we 
and our media are not ecologically-minded. 
It takes some thought to realize that we are 
more dependent on ecosystem functions 
than all of our technology put together. In 
fact, our technology carries with it an ex-
tremely heavy destructiveness--coal-fired 
power plants, removal of mountain-tops 
and sagebrush plains to get more coal, feed-
ing meat animals a huge fraction of our 
grain crops to fatten them up so that we can become overweight . . the list is 
long. and we all know it. What holds us back from an ecological view? 

I think a huge factor is our dependence on fossil fuels to the extent that we can’t 
imagine a change that would remove us from that burden. CO2 is bad enough, 
but now that tundras are softening, releasing an even more potent greenhouse 

gas--methane--global warming will accelerate.. It is already too late to halt global 
warming; it’s with us for a long time, due to inertia of global systems. It might be 
too late to save our own species, because we are not yet fully aware of our depen-
dence on natural processes far more powerful than most of our gadgetry--huge 
ocean and atmospheric engines that fuel our weather. 

In Copenhagen the debates were relatively trivial, except for the dramatic walk-
out of poor nations. By trivial I mean the discussion of falsification of data by a 

few scientists. Please look up James Han-
sen on the internet for his succinct evalua-
tion of those mis-managements of data that 
the offending scientists are now ashamed 
to have made, or should feel shame. 

Meanwhile the northern seas’ ice pack 
looked good as surveyed by satellite pho-
tos, but at ice level, undetected by satellite 
imagry, the ice is much thinner. There are 
stories of the weight of one bear breaking a 
floating bit of ice. 

Let’s return to those subtleties in eco-
systems caused by small increases in en-
vironmental temperatures--the cony ex-
ample and the white-bark pine example. 
How many other subtleties that have huge 
effects on ecosystems lie ahead of us? We 
have got to make it a habit to pay attention 
to the majority of species, the invertebrates: 
bacteria, viruses, horseshoe crabs, clams, 
mussels, molluscs, insects et al. These are 
entangled in food webs and other webs that 
make up world ecosystems. Can we afford 
to bypass them in our struggle to save char-
ismatic species. No. 

The latest isssue of Wings, the journal of 
the Xercses Society 

(info@xerces.org), examines the “piggy 
back” effect--the extent to which inverte-

brate endangered species can be saved by habitat reserves for the chaismatics. 
Often it works, but not always. One example, and I quote from Piggyback Con-
servation, by ClaireKremen: 

”The excellent work of Hawiaii-based entomologist Dan Rubinoff clearly 
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showed that conservation plans for the California gnat-catcher (Polioptilla cali-
fornica) intended as a flagship for California’s endangered coastal sage-scrub 
ecosystem, did not adequately protect several rare moth species, including the 
electra buckmoth, a subspecies of which is found only in this scrub ecosystem. 
The buckmoth required more land for survival than the gnatcatcher did.” 

“Our study (published in the international journal Science in 2008) demon-
strated that it is essential to include multiple indicator groups in order to de-
velop effective conservation plns for biodiversity. A plan designed to protect the 
lemurs would not be a good one for the ants, and vice versa. This finding echoed 
earlier work by Craig Moritz in the wet forests of Australia, which showed that 
data on insects provided far greater spatial resolution for conservation planning 
than did vertebrate data.” Wings, Fall 2009. 

Do these examples, and there are others, strike you as trivial? 
I hope not. As we take a global view of ecosysems and really take that view seri-

ously, we will be prepared to defend ecosystems. The charismatics can’t survive 
without the non-charismatics, regardless of the decisions coming out of Copen-
hagen. I am fairly certain those decisions will not be enough to save millions of 
our own species from global disasters. 

People Power, from the bottom up to our governments; not people manage-
ment from the top. Did you hear Dennis Kucinich’s talk to a few people in front 
of the White House? on 12/12? He dealt with arguments, not excuses. “Let us 
gather together,” he said. 

In our concern with Climate Change, we are in danger of losing track of the 
centuries-long assault on nature. Clear-cutting of forests, introducing poisons 
into our soils, waters and atmosphere, new concoctions made without regard 
for health of people, for profit. Bailing out banks and insurance companies is a 
blunt example of where our government is headed. The surge in Afghanistan is 
another. Single Payer Health Care is “socialist,” is the clamor heard in Washing-
ton, D.C. .Our survival in this nation---it is truly a matter of life or death-- should 
not depend on a word that is used to scare us and to take the wind out of our sails 
when we gather together on streets and in offices.

It is already too late to halt global warming; 
it’s with us for a long time, due to inertia of global systems. 
It might be too late to save our own species, 
because we are not yet fully aware of our dependence 
on natural processes far more powerful 
than most of our gadgetry...

Don’t listen to these  DOOMS-
DAY Zephyr people...Keep 

Burning that oil...stoking 
that COAL..everything will be 
FINE!!!
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