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“Start your own stimulus 
package, don’t throw it out. 

let us weld it.”

Chris Muhr’s

ALL METALS WELDING
& MANUFACTURING CO.

1707 I-70 Business Loop
Grand Junction, coLorado

970.243.6310  fax: 241.5917

Custom FabriCation
Dry boxes    raFt Frames
boat & ProP rePairs

1460 North avenue.....suite n

970.241.7610

“Well I just cut Stiles’ mop and he looks 
a lot better but he wouldnt let me touch his 
sideburns because he claims they make 
him look like Elvis...and I said, ‘Yeah, right. 
In your dreams Monkey Boy.”

SEE THE WORLD!
(while it’s 
still here)

Healdsburg, CA 1.800.852.7085
www.walkabouttravelgear.com

you need it. If you don’t, to heck with it.
“I keep busy,” she says. “People need to be busier. If they’ve got time, they 

think about themselves too much. Then even any little thing, they can FEEL it, 
and that little thing gets bigger. If they got too much time on their hands, they’re 
going to think about their ills. Naturally!

“A lot of older people don’t have interests,” she continues quickly. “They go 
into condominiums, things are done for ’em, they don’t have the interest. This 
traveling around by bus and all, tours, any of this stuff, that’s for the birds.” Her 
voice is impatient. “I could have less interest in a bus trip than the man in the 
moon!”

told us.” Nature is also a religion for her. “The Navajos are like that, the Nava-
jos ARE nature,” she explains. “Their original belief is complete nature. I could 
come on the river being a Navajo, because I’ve been with Navajos. I used to give 
’em parties and get food and all for ’em, in the old days before there was civiliza-
tion. I like the nature, I believe in nature, and I think everything’s the way it’s 
meant to be.”

At home in Las Vegas, Georgie drives blind people on errands. “I think of all 
things on earth, the worst is not being able to see. So my sympathy has always 
been terrific for them.” She donates clothing and leftover food from the river 
trips to a local mission. “If I get two minutes, I do somethin’ like this,” she says.

She reads U.S.News and World Report, Reader’s Digest, and The Wall Street 
Journal. “Not the financial stories,” she says quickly. ‘I’m not interested in that. 
I like their stories on the actual things in life. When they tell a story, it’s really 
stated very carefully. They have a lot of stories on different things.”

Later, she confides, laughing, she uses the newspaper to line the animals’ litter 
boxes.

Her religion is the Golden Rule: “‘Do as you’d be done by,’ my mother always 

She’s healthy, lives on fruit, vegetables, cheese, and bread. She takes no vita-
mins. “I think they would be an off-balance to you,” she says adamantly. “I don’t 
eat a lot. As a youngster, I didn’t get a lot of food. None of us did. I never smoked, 
because I couldn’t afford it.”

She likes beer and an occasional glass of blackberry liqueur, but only at night. 
A new law forbids anyone to drink and operate a boat on the river. She says some 
river runners used to drink beer all day and became dangerous to other boat-
men.

Georgie has a number of young friends in river-related businesses. But she 
believes most young people lack the strong fiber of her generation. “I look at kids 
today and feel sorry for ’em. They don’t have a mother like mine, who taught me 
to be self-sufficient. They aren’t bad. It’s just a case of the times.

Times change and they’re going with the times. It’s simply the different day 
they’re raised in. They don’t know different, so what would they do any differ-
ent?”

She loves children and welcomes them on her trips. “I wish that more families 
would bring their children,” she says. “We get some, but not as many as I’d like. 
Sometimes I’ll get children of the Girl and Boy Scouts who hiked with me in the 
early days.”

Georgie seems to be at peace.
What’s the key? I ask.
“I see the good in everybody and just forget the bad,” she replies. “I just forget 

it, pick out the good and leave the other alone, ’cause everybody’s got good and 
bad faults. It just depends on the person who’s judging.”

When she turned 80, friends and admirers honored her. “Ted Hatch of Hatch 
River Expeditions put on a party, a great big party!” she exclaims. “They had 
400, 500 people at Marble Canyon, at the Hatch Warehouse, and it was a real 
blow-out! No one will ever forget that party.” She cackles.

“There was a guy with long blond hair in leopard-skin cape and tights who 
jumped out of a cake that came down from the ceiling. Then he took me on a 
ride in a Cadillac. I’m not so sure I liked that, because he liked to drink,” she 
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whispers. “That guy loves a WILD time, that guy loves a wild time.” She shakes 
her head and smiles.

“Then he drove me up in the hills above the warehouse, and all of us watched 
some fireworks. They put on a real show. Yeah, it was SOME party.”

Her eyes glisten and she grins

Georgie Clark died in 1992

the footprints
TOP 10 LIST
121 East 100 South...
Moab, Utah 84532

ANNE SNOWDEN CROSMAN lives near Sedona, Arizona. 
She teaches memoir-writing at Yavapai College’s OLLI (Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute), and is the afternoon host for “All 
Things Considered” on KNAU, Arizona Public Radio

“YOUNG AT HEART “ is available from Amazon...

http://www.amazon.com/Young-Heart-Aging-Gracefully-Attitude/dp/1887542205/

ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1290568050&sr=1-1

Thanks to our
webmaster:

RICK
RICHARDSON

who, each issue,
manages to move
The Zephyr into 
cyber-space, without
causing the editor
to have a 
nervous breakdown.

A few words from
Jim Collar:

“We’ve skipped the
TOP 10 list this issue.

Instead you get...
ME.

A Top 100 LIST 
could not compare.

Worship me. Adore me.
And yes...you may touch.

JUDY MULLER
Pacific Palisades, CA

ML LINCOLN
Jerome, AZ

DOUG FIX
Moab, UT

BACKBONE

WILLIAM BREED
Pawcatuck CT

finger

NANCY 
NEWMAN

minneapolis mn
finger

ROBERT 
CARSON

Santa Paula, CA 
finger

JOHN TAPPON
Corvallis, OR
BACKBONE

RON PARRY
Houston, TX  
funnybone

JAN DENNEY
Moab, UT  funnybone

PAUL CLEARY
Tulsa, OK  BACKBONE

DAVID LANNING
Prescott Valley, AZ  
funnybone

CHRIS NELSON
Chico, CA  finger

LINDA VANNART
la crosse wi 
finger

ROBERT S YOUNG
farmington nm 

funnybone

JOHN J O’HARA
Deptford NJ 
funnybone

BRUCE BENGE
Grand Jct, CO

funnybone

JEANNE MEYER
Michigan City, IN

BACKBONE

JAMES GARMHAUSEN
Blanding UT 
BACKBONE

RECENT BACKBONE SUPPORTERS

The Desert Rat’s
OUTRAGE 
OF THE MONTH!!!

So now we’re going to 
make the Great American 
novel politically correct.... 
time to clean up the master-
piece! Where’s Mark Twain 
when you need him?

http : / /b log .a l .com/scene -
source/2011/01/new_huck_finn_
tom_sawyer_will.html


