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L O S I N G   S O L I T U D E
By Martin Murie

www.packratnest.com
packrat7881@att.net

Serving the 191 Corridor in scenic Eastern Utah The Peace Tree Juice Cafe can serve you 
in Moab, Monticello and Blanding! You have never experienced 

great organic food that has tasted so good!

www.peacetreecafe.com
BLANDING

164 N. Hwy 191
435.5678.396

MONTICELLO
516 N. Main

435.587.5063

We’re re-building our Moab 
Cafe but it will return soon!

MOAB 20 S Main St
435.259.8503

War and the Loss of Civil Rights 
by Alison and Martin Murie 

Back in 1997, civil rights attorney Lynne Stewart overstepped the limitations of a Spe-
cial Administrative Procedure of the prison in which her client, Sheik Abdul Rahman, was 
serving a 100-year sentence.  At the request of her client, she had issued a press release 
(not a press conference) so that the Sheikh could contact his family and comrades in 
Egypt.  

She allowed word to get out to his followers in Egypt that he was out of the picture, 
and that they should not look to him for leadership.  This infraction was considered in-
significant by Janet Reno and the Justice Department under Clinton, and not pursued.  
However, five years later, in the hysteria following 9/11 and hasty passage of the Patriot 
Act, Attorney General Ashcroft saw Stewart as a threat—a woman lawyer he could label 
as having “helped a terrorist.” 

The Bush Justice Department indicted Stewart and succeeded in convicting her of pro-
viding material support to a terrorist. In addition to stripping her of her license to practice 
law, the prosecutors asked for a 30-year sentence, but the presiding judge, citing Stewart’s 
distinguished career in defending difficult, unpopular & unremunerative cases, sentenced 
her to only 28 months. Greatly reduced as it was, even this sentence was outrageous in 
view of the nature of the infraction. 

York. We had many a demonstration at Malone’s Veteran’s Park, which dates from the 
Civil War. Lynne and Ralph have in no sense aided terrorists. They are very intelligent 
and both work for worthy causes.   

But, on appeal, the Second Circuit sent a message to the lower court judge, John Koeltl, 
that his sentence was “flawed,” because he had declined to determine whether Stewart 
committed perjury when she testified at her trial. She testified that she believed “she was 
effectively operating under a ‘bubble’, protecting her from prosecution when she issued 
the press release.” (1) Judge Koeltl caved in, and sentenced Lynne to 10 years in prison. 
For a diabetic with a history of cancer, this amounts to a life sentence, not to mention a 
grotesque miscarriage of justice. 

That this latest phase of the case took place this summer, under the Obama administra-
tion, is doubly shocking. Obama has made no attempt to ameliorate this denial of civil 
rights.  

Alison and I and the other protesters in northern New York became good friends with 
Lynne and her partner, Ralph Poynter. They joined us at war protests in Malone, New 

 
 CHEERFUL NOTE 
Five of us anti-war protesters joined the Fourth of July Parade in Yellow Springs.  We 

were among the few pedestrians. Most celebrants were on floats. Some floats honked at 
us, wanting us to get out of the way. But you should have seen the hand-waving, the V 
hand signals, the cheers, the cameras brought into play.  That came as a surprise to us. 
We get lots of honks and v-signs and thumbs up on Saturdays, but this was outspoken, 
unashamed cheering from the crowds that lined both sides of the main street. Yes, I know 
that Yellow Springs has a reputation for being excessively liberal, but surely the cat is out 
of the bag by now? The true origin of the wars that we have endured for 75 years is a ruling 
class that doesn’t give a rap for the casualties among our troops. At least, no one of them 
issues a public cry, sheds tears for death and the suicide rate among those returning. The 
citizens of other nations like Iraq and Afghanistan are considered by our rulers as beneath 
contempt--uncivilized. 

We should let free our wrath, like Achilles, who finally laid into Agamemnon in The 
Iliad, saying, “… I am weary of fighting.

Now I am returning to Phthia, since it is much better
to go home again with my curved ships and I am not minded longer
to stay here dishonoured and put up with your wealth and your luxury.

This resonates today, doesn’t it? At the waning years of the Second World War against 
fascism, the United States was emerging as a new Empire. We are today experiencing the 
75 long years of wars of empire, while unemployment reaches record levels, state and 
local budgets are strained, and “green-washing” is a joke, especially after the disaster 
in Copenhagen. Like Cassius Clay, better known as Muhammed Ali, we should just say 
“No.” “No,” Muhammed Ali said, “No, I am not going 10,000 miles to help murder kill 
and burn other people to simply help continue the domination of white slavemasters over 
dark people the world over. This is the day and age when such evil injustice must come 
to an end.

Why should they ask me to put on a uniform and go ten thousand miles from home 
and drop bombs and bullets on brown people in Vietnam while so-called Negro people in 
Louisville are treated like dogs and denied simple human rights” (3) 

The Bush Justice Department indicted Stewart 
and succeeded in convicting her 
of providing material support to a terrorist.
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JOE D KINGSLEY 
Home: (435) 259-6034 

COLDWELL BANKER ARCHES RE 
moabking@citlink.net

CUSTOM EXECUTIVE LOG HOME ON 5 ACRES IN CASTLE VALLEY. 4 
BEDROOMS; 2 3/4 BATHS; SPA ROOM; GREAT ROOM; MODERN KITCHEN-

WITH JENNAIR GRILL/RANGE. WRAP AROUND COVERED DECK. HEATING & 
COOLING PROVIDED BY 2 FORCED AIR SYSTEMS. TRIPLE PANEWINDOWS 
THROUGHOUT. INCLUDED IN SALE: LOG FURNITURE IN LIVING ROOM AND 
MASTER BEDROOM, ANTIQUE BRASS GUEST BED, POOLTABLE, HOT TUB, 

OAK DINING TABLE & CHAIRS. OWNER/AGENT.

CASTLE VALLEY HOME
FOR SALE

http://gsjaor.fnismls.com/publink/default.aspx?GUID=3a4b3ebe-
ccb0-481c-88c1-21d0f7c14136&Report=Yes

Our Claim Stays the Same:
FART-FREE BEANS

www.miguelsbajagrill.com

REMEMBER ALL WEB LINKS ARE ‘HOT’
just ‘click’ & GO

This is why we must continue demonstrating our anger. On Saturdays Yellow Springs 
hosts lots of tourists. I challenge most pedestrians to join us. Many of them are from out 
of town, but stop and consider whether they ought to start an anti-war protest in their 
own town or city. Most won’t, but some will. A young woman had promised to join us; two 
Saturdays went by without her showing up. She did show last Saturday, held a poster and 
engaged in a long conversation with one of us oldsters. Oh, and we now have two drum-
mers. Two Saturdays ago we were joined by “Drummers for Peace.” They made quite a 
racket, from three corners of the intersection.  Another woman asked me, “What can I do 
for you?” I replied, “Go get a sign, where the drummers are. Take your pick.” She did. 

We demonstraters will stand on the main street of Yellow Springs until the wars end 
and the troops and contracters come home.  

NOTES.
1.   The quote is from Jeff Mackler, West Coast Director of the Lynne Stewart Defense 

Committee.
2.  Book One, Iliad.
3. Muhammad Ali. (Cassius Clay). 


