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Are you confused by the wilderness 
process? I’m confused. Do you won-
der if it will ever be resolved in Utah? 
I wonder. Let’s start at the beginning. 

Wilderness - the Wilderness Act of 
1964 - Public Law 88-577 

    DEFINITION OF WILDERNESS
(c) A wilderness is ... recognized 

as an area where the earth and its 
community of life are untrammeled 
by man, ... man himself is a visitor ... 
wilderness is further defined to mean 

“Renny Russell’s Rock Me on the Water is at its heart coura-
geous. To return to the same power of nature that took his brother 
thirty years previous—to be with it, to confront it, to take solace in 
it, and to be inspired and healed by it—is remarkable in itself. His 
book is, as well, a testament to the evocative rhythms of the wilds. 
In this complicated dance, this profoundly personal journey, Renny 
Russell also gives us an amazingly spirited tour of one of the truly 
great landscapes of the American West and a keen understanding 
of its power to shape a life.”

                                                                              Robert Redford

order signed copies at:
http://www.rennyrussell.com/

From Renny Russell,
the author of...

Is it Wilderness? (left)
                  Or is it NOT? (right)

Wilderness Quandary (continued)
face otherwise. I see twisting and contorting the actual legal requirements and 
definition of wilderness to people who have other things to do for a living and 
don’t have the time to become “public law savvy”

In effect, they are attempting to convince the general population that “pretty” 
= “wilderness”!

I believe in protecting unique landscapes, wild landscapes, and yes, sometimes 
“pretty” landscapes. Not all areas have to be or should be developed or utilized by 
motorized recreationists or commodity developers.

What bunches my shorts up however is the subterfuge being used here. There 
aren’t 9.8 million acres of “wilderness” on public lands in Utah as established by 
the criteria set forth in the Wilderness Act, almost 50 years ago.  If groups want 
to protect 9.8 million acres of public land in Utah, then they should be honest 
about what they want to do.

*  Quit focusing on the manipulation of public opinion and stick with facts and 
legal definitions.

*  Quit trying to demand that all “pretty” places should be designated  wilder-
ness.

There are several other ways to protect land without without using smoke and 
mirrors to confound the whole philosophical and legal concept of wilderness. It 
can be designated as natural areas, national monuments, areas of critical envi-
ronmental concern. BLM can and has, through the RMP process, closed roads 
into areas, withdrawn lands from mining claim locations, and decided not to is-
sue oil and gas leases in some areas.  Designate wilderness where it’s wilderness, 
by God! Protect the rest if you will in some other fashion.

I suppose I’ll be eviscerated by some environmentalists and others of similar 
ideological inclinations. They’ll claim they are simply using the “tools” available 

to them. They’ll claim they have to use these tactics to counterattack the dirty 
tactics used by the other side, the evil-doers and pillagers of the earth. They’ll 
suggest that too many years at BLM ate whatever few brain cells I may have once 
had. They’ll say they would expect no less from someone who spent a career at 
the Bureau of Livestock and Mining. They’ll say I clearly don’t see the big picture! 
They’ll say I don’t want to save the earth. They’ll probably even say my mother 
wears combat boots (I told you, I have a few rings around my waist).

What they won’t say however is this: that they’re using the emotional romance 
of wilderness to push an agenda of public land closures to all but hikers and 

backpackers. They won’t say that they are manipulating and misusing the le-
gal system to accomplish their goals. They won’t say they will utilize all manner 
of press and news media to purposely spread misinformation (otherwise called 
hooey).

 
The Message
I’m not really a neophyte or a Pollyanna (I don’t think?). I was in public land 

management in southeast Utah for 32 years. I know there are politics involved 
in public land management. I know part of politics is manipulating legal defini-
tions, the media and public opinion. I don’t think that wilderness in Utah is the 
only place such things happen. In fact, it’s rampant in our society. None of us 
know what to believe anymore. The truth, as Fox Mulder used to say, is out there. 
But it requires effort and diligence to find it.

So seek the truth about wilderness before you decide. Don’t believe all the hype 
being put out there by either side. The best way to resolve the wilderness situ-
ation in Utah is through fully-educated public citizens, politicians, leaders and 
special interest groups, dealing in actual facts and actual legal definitions.

Hmm, maybe I am a Pollyanna.

Lynn Jackson lives in Moab, Utah.

There are several other ways to protect land 
without without using smoke and mirrors 

to confound the whole philosophical and legal 
concept of wilderness....

(But) There aren’t 9.8 million acres 
of “wilderness” on public lands in Utah 

as established by the criteria 
set forth in the Wilderness Act, 

almost 50 years ago.

So seek the truth about wilderness before you decide. 
Don’t believe all the hype being put out there 

by either side.



THE ZEPHYR/ OCTOBER-NOVEMBER  2011

15

CARNIVORES! HERBIVORES!
OMNIVORES!!

We offer ethnic and traditional cuisine
and emphasize the use of high-quality,

organic ingredients and fresh
seasonal produce.

ALL MENU ITEMS TO GO
352 N MAIN ST   259.6896

and we’re on
facebook!!!
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“Jim Stiles holds up a mirror to those of us
living in the American West, exposing issues we 

may  not want to face.  We are all complicit in the 
shadow side of growth. His words are born not so 

much out of anger but a broken heart.
He says he writes elegies for the landscape he loves, 

that he is  “hopelessly clinging to the past.”
I would call Stiles a  writer from the future.

Brave New West is a book of import because of 
what it chooses to expose.”

-- Terry Tempest Williams

SIGNED COPIES OF

Brave New West
are now available  directly from

The Zephyr
PO Box 271

Monticello, UT 84535
$20.00 postage paid

checks only at this time
www.canyoncountryzephyr.com
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