
THE ZEPHYR/ APRIL-MAY 2012

24

The WILDER WEST...
                                                            the Art & Wit of DAVE WILDER

Dave Wilder’s art can be seen at:

http://www.wilderarts.com

and at the 

Laughing Raven Gallery     
417 Hull Ave.   

Jerome, Arizona

and on facebook:

“David Wilder Arts”

Beyond Belief
It isn’t what we don’t know that gives us trouble; it’s what we know that ain’t so.
- Will Rogers

Let’s all try a little thought experiment. The next time you hear your favorite politician refer to God during public discourse, substitute the word Zeus and 
see if he or she doesn’t sound barking mad. For example: “I am driven with a mission from Zeus. Zeus would tell me, ‘George go and fight these terrorists in 
Afghanistan’. And I did. And then Zeus would tell me ‘George, go and end the tyranny in Iraq’. And I did.” – George H. W. Bush.

See what I mean? Thor and Odin work well too. Pick your obsolete deity.
I’m sure that most of my fellow Zephyr readers would agree that the world is going to hell in a hand-basket. The question is why? I contend that it is because 

we’ve got too many people on this planet that simply believe things that ain’t so. Extraordinary claims require extraordinary proof, yet we live in a world where 
people get a pass for believing in the most outlandish, Iron Age fictions simply because their particular holy book tells them that they are true. Since people’s 
actions are dictated by what they believe, we run into a real problem when one group’s un-provable Ultimate Truths run up against the un-provable Ultimate 
Truths of another group. Such clashes throughout history have killed more people than just about anything else.

My liberal friends insist that people should be free to believe whatever they want. Really? What if my neighbor believes that my continued existence is the 
only thing standing between him and 70 virgins waiting in paradise? Or, what if he believes that the Second Coming is at hand and there is no point in protect-
ing our little planet since his god will soon call all the righteous up to heaven? What if he runs for President and enough people believe the same untrue things 
to get him elected? Does his freedom to believe the nonsensical trump my child’s right to a future?

No. Believing untrue things is dangerous and I think it is high time that we humans call it for what it is: Dangerous bullshit used to control people. Our fac-
ulty for reason is the only real advantage that evolution has bestowed upon us and the reasonable must stop giving equal time and equal weight to the divine 
revelations of the religiously unhinged. After all, what is the difference between religion and madness? Simple. Madness is belief in irrational things by a lone 
individual; the religious do it in groups.

What the world truly needs are more evangelists for reason. Have you heard the Good News? He is fiction.

 DW

‘Natural act’
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d o w n l o a d   n e d   m u d d ‘ s   m u s i c
F  R  E  E

www.highplains.films.org

www.texsriverways.com

PO BOX 67
MOAB, UT 84532
435.259.5101
info@texsriverways.com

WE HAVE TWO LOCATIONS!
1515 South 1500 East & 912 East 900 South

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY  11AM to 9pm
In a hurry? Phone ahead and

we’ll have it ready for you

(801) 671.2999   
www.mazzacafe.com

CATHERINE SHANK
ORTHO-BIONOMY
for your body & mind

offers profound relief from 
acute & chronic pain...It 
addresses both physical &
emotional trauma through
deep subtle healing.

79 S Main #10 in Moab
www.phoenixrisingmoab.com

WE PRIDE OURSELVES 
ON OUR FOOD!

Our genuine Mexican Cuisine
comes from traditional recipes
& methods from
BAJA, CALIFORNIA & other
states in MEXICO.

51 N. MAIN ST  
MOAB, UTAH
435.259.6546

www.miguelsbajagrill.com

Our Claim Stays the Same:
FART-FREE BEANS

Join the Zephyr BACKBone
and receive a complimentary signed copy of

BrAVe neW WeSt
By Jim StileS

Isn’ this the same ad as last time?

No...last time you were 
on the right...that’s why 
we pay the big bucks...


