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from Mudd, Stiles &
the Heath Monitor 
Files...

FROM KSL-TV...WIND FARM STIRS CONTROVERSY

MONTICELLO, San Juan County — A battle has erupted over a pro-
posal for southeastern Utah’s first wind farm.

It’s ironic because city leaders in Monticello aggressively promoted 
wind industry development. Now, some residents are shocked to find 
out just how close some of the giant wind turbines would be.

http://www.ksl.com/?nid=148&sid=22533669

Add all of us up, all 7 billion human beings on earth, and clumped together 
we weigh roughly 750 billion pounds. That, says Harvard biologist E.O. Wilson, 
is more than 100 times the biomass of any large animal that’s ever walked the 
Earth. And we’re still multiplying. Most demographers say we will hit 9 billion 
before we peak, and what happens then?   NPR

http://www.npr.org/blogs/krulwich/2012/10/22/163397584/how-human-beings-almost-
vanished-from-earth-in-70-000-b-c

“As more of our life migrates online, 
the digital domains where we spend so 
much time may be as influential and im-
portant as the towns where we choose 
to go to school, find jobs and raise our 
families.” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette/New 
York Times

http://www.post-gazette.com/stories/business/technology/
when-the-webs-chaos-takes-an-ugly-turn-658405/

Reducing the risk of extinction for threatened 
species and establishing protected areas for na-
ture will cost the world over $76bn dollars annu-
ally. Researchers say it is needed to meet globally 
agreed conservation targets by 2020....The scien-
tists say the daunting number is just a fifth of 
what the world spends on soft drinks annually.  BBC 
News

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-19912266

You get a picture of how interested Americans are about climate change by 
their car-buying choices:

“Ford’s revenue fell 3 percent to $32.1 billion as vehicle sales dropped in 
Europe and South America. The company exceeded Wall Street’s revenue fore-
cast of $31.5 billion largely because of North America, where revenue jumped 
8 percent to $19.5 billion thanks to higher pricing and strong sales of higher-
margin trucks and SUVs.”

http://marketday.nbcnews.com/_news/2012/10/30/14802080-ford-quarterly-
profit-slips-on-european-losses?lite

China Leads the Way as Demand for 
Coal Surges Worldwide

Coal remains a critical component of the 
world’s energy supply, despite its bad image. 
In China, demand for coal in 2010 resulted in 
a traffic jam 120 kilometers, or 75 miles, long 
caused by more than 10,000 trucks carrying 
supplies from Inner Mongolia. India is in-
creasing coal imports.

So is Europe, as it takes advantage of lower 
coal prices in the United States. Higher-priced 
natural gas on the Continent is creating de-
mand for more coal imports from the United 
States, where coal is taking a drubbing from 
less costly natural gas.  NY TimeS.

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/13/business/energy-
environment/china-leads-the-way-as-demand-for-coal-
surges-worldwide.html?pagewanted=all
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Ranjana Bhandari and her husband knew 
the natural gas beneath their ranch-style 
home in Arlington, Texas, could be worth a 
lot - especially when they got offer after offer 
from Chesapeake Energy Corp.   Chesapeake 
wanted to drill there, and the offers could 
have netted the couple thousands of dollars 
in a bonus and royalties. But Bhandari says 
they ultimately declined the deals because 
they oppose fracking in residential areas. 
Fracking, slang for hydraulic fracturing, is a 
controversial method used to extract gas and 
oil.

http://openchannel.nbcnews.com/_news/2012/10/02/14183177-energy-firm-
uses-land-grabs-to-secure-fracking-rights-from-reluctant-landowners?lite

More evidence that simply “protecting” an area 
isn’t gonna cut it (no pun). Listing critters is fun 
and often profitable. Good for fund-raising. But then 
what? If left to the devices of bureaucrats and hap-
penstance (or worse), we end up with more habitat 
fragmentation, less biological integrity. The slow 
BBQ of nature. One acre at a time. 

“The rapid disruption of tropical forests probably 
imperils global biodiversity more than any other 
contemporary phenomenon. With deforestation ad-
vancing quickly, protected areas are increasingly 
becoming final refuges for threatened species and 
natural ecosystem processes. However, many pro-
tected areas in the tropics are themselves vulner-
able to human encroachment and other environmen-
tal stresses.” Nature

http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v489/n7415/full/nature11318.html

According to a new study, projected temperature increases in China over the 
next century will likely seriously hinder bamboo, almost the sole source of food 
for endangered pandas. Only if bamboo can move to new habitats at higher 
elevations will pandas stand a chance, the researchers said.

http://www.livescience.com/24697-giant-panda-climate-change-bamboo-
impact.html


