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The WILDER WEST...
                                                            the Art & Wit of DAVE WILDER

Dave Wilder’s art can be seen at:

http://www.wilderarts.com
and at the 

Laughing Raven Gallery     
417 Hull Ave.   

Jerome, Arizona
and on facebook:

“David Wilder Arts”

Theodore Roosevelt 
by Dave Wilder

On January 11th, 1908 Theodore Roos-
evelt used the powers granted the Presi-
dent by the Antiquities act to create Grand 
Canyon National Monument in Arizona 
Territory (Arizona did not become a state 
until 1914). Using these words, and the 
stroke of a pen, he sought to set aside this 
wonder of nature forever: “Leave it as it is. 
You cannot improve on it. The ages have 
been at work on it, and man can only mar 
it. What you can do is to keep it for your 
children, and for all who come after you, 
as the one great sight which every Ameri-
can should see.” Then he went and shot 
something.

Of course, nothing is ever protected 
forever. We have to keep on fighting the 
same battles of conservation over and over 
again. Today, the Western Grand Canyon 
is threatened with a ludicrous develop-
ment scheme to bring tourists down to 
the Little Colorado and Colorado River 
confluence via a Disney-esque arial tram-
way and river-walk. The excuse used is 
economic development for the Navajo 
Nation. Some Navajo’s seem to be in favor 
of development while many that live in 
the immediate area are deeply apposed. 
The Hopi, who also hold this area sacred, 
are not at all crazy about the idea either. 
Back in TR’s day there where any number 
of cockamamy ideas to develop the Grand 
Canyon, up to and including an impos-
sible railroad to be built through the inner 
gorge along the Colorado. Guess they’d 
never seen it during spring flood. But the 
Great Outdoorsman’s words are just as 
true today as they were back in 1908. We 
can only mar it. My plea to the noble Diné 
is, please, let’s not do that. Let’s agree to 
never do that. 

- DW
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The home 
of the

“DON’T 
WORRY,

BE HOPI” 
T-shirt

A unique selection of traditional Hopi arts, crafts, and 
cultural items including over 150 Katsina dolls 

done in the  
traditional style, 

as well as baskets, ceremonial textiles,
jewelry, pottery and more.

We also have complete visitor information (including 
connections for knowledgeable & articulate guides)

to make your visit to Hopi 
a memorable & enjoyable one.

We are located 1 1/2 miles east of the 
Hopi Cultural Center at MP 381 on HWY 264, 

in the heart of the HOPI REZ

928.734.2478  POB 234  SECOND MESA, AZ  86043

83 N. Main St     
Moab, Utah   

435.259.5154

BRIAN
GATLIN
Grand

Canyon, 
AZ

DOUG
TRAVERS

San Antonio,
TEXAS

www.backofbeyondbooks.com

EVAN CANTOR
Boulder, CO

MIKE MAROONEY
San Diego, CA

In Notes on Paper, 
Falke walks us through 
the landscape of one man’s 
mind, which contains both 
his past and an aware-
ness of our common future. 
From within private memo-
ries the narrator reaches 
out to us with ‘we’ and ‘you’, 
and each spare line invokes 
the hope that we, like him, 
are worthy of return to our 
most longed for places. And 
if to return is not our fate, 

and really it never can be, the narrator bids us survey 
our own memories, taking time in the present for the 
winds, and the words, that move the world.

N o t e s  oN   P a P e r
DamoN Falke

From Shechem PreSS

http://www.shechempress.com

TED HELM
Brentwood, TN

BRENT 
SWANSON
Idaho falls, ID

Utah’s Canyon 
Country Place Names 

- 
Vol 1 & Vol 2 (sold as a set)

By Steve Allen
Price $99.95

More than 4,000 place name deriva-
tions, including early descriptions and 
stories told by the explorers, pioneers, 
cowboys, miners and river runners who 
put names on the land.  This two volume set is a tour de force 
by author, explorer and canyoneerer Steve Allen.  A must for 
any canyon country enthusiast.  Signed sets are now available.  
Due to the weight of this two volume set, a shipping surcharge 
of $5.00 will be added to the basic shipping fee automatically 
charged.

http://www.backofbeyondbooks.com/product.cfm?id=1356988757473


