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“Notes on Reno and Vicinity”
Autumn 1939...Herb Ringer

In the fall of 1939, Herb 
Ringer traveled west from 
Ringoes, New Jersey to 
pursue a divorce in Reno, 
Nevada. 

He stayed at a small 
boarding house on Virginia 
Avenue for the next several 
months. While he was there, 
Herb recorded his observa-
tions...

‘Fight in hotel--
Jimmy Driscoll and
Jimmy Hass.

Attend Baptist Church,
woman faints.

Three people die from
lethal gas in hotel
room in Reno--
fumigation.
 
Indian squaw in store
with papoose in 
cradle-board, wicker
work.’

‘Tex Kennedy, drunk in my room, talking.
Stole Jimmy Driscoll’s clothes in exchange
for debt, J.D. owned. Later threatened to

knife McC--Mrs Ryan relieved him of knife.
Wanted me to go with him to Mexico.

Work on engineering project or ranch.’
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‘Hobo jungle southwest of hotel along
the Truckee River.  Saw hobos camp out

here all winter. Girls too.’

‘Girl from New York and fellow from 
laundry in Reno, in room 14 fighting drunk,

from 5 p.m. to 12 noon the next day.’


