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NATURE IS NOT 
ALWAYS  PRETTY

WARNING: 
Some readers might find 
these photos disturbing.

We all love pretty pictures and 
videos of “nature” scenes and wildlife 
frolicking together--myself as much as 
anyone. That’s why it can be shocking 
and unpleasant to realize that nature 
is generally NOT pretty and NOT cute. 
Nature is often nasty and violent. And 
we need to confront ourselves with 
that fact--that the gopher snake is an 
essential player in the tapestry of na-
ture, as is the coyote and the mountain 
lion--even if watching these animals 
take their meals makes us queasy. So 
I present these photos as a reminder: 
nature is not always pretty.

I was doing a “road patrol” through 
Salt Valley to the Klondike Bluffs on a 
hot summer day in

1979. It was always a good place 
to take a nap and after dealing with 
tourists all morning, I felt a little siesta 
was more than deserved, even if I was 
being paid for it.

As I dipped into Salt Val-
ley Wash, a flash of color 
caught my eye, just off the 
two-track. Incredibly, this 
is what I saw. Even more as-
tonishing was the fact that 
I had my camera and that I 
remembered to use it.

The Gopher snake had 
just put the final squeeze on 
the cottontail rabbit when I 
arrived on the scene.

The snake dragged his 
victim into the shade of a 
nearby saltbush and pro-
ceeded to disengage his jaw 
and consume his dinner. 
Sad to say, I ran out of film 
before I could record the 
entire feast.

Jim Stiles

To see a rabbit turn the
tables on the snake,
follow this YouTube link:

https://www.
youtube.com/
watch?v=FaoKS5nrEFA
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Thanks to our
webmaster:

RICK
RICHARDSON

who, each issue,
manages to move
The Zephyr into 
cyber-space, without
causing the editor
to have a 
nervous breakdown.

MOAB
SOLUTIONS

The mission of Moab Solutions is to reduce and eliminate the 
waste of materials and human potential while nurturing the 

well-being of the natural world.  We protect and restore natural 
areas, help the homeless help themselves, and promote the 
benefits of Respect, Rethink, Reduce, Reuse and Recycle 
practices.  At our core is a deep respect for and love of the 

natural world and all lives that depend upon it.

Donations to SOLUTIONS are welcome!
All donations made to Solutions go directly toward expenses in our 
efforts to provide“Respect, Rethink, Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle” 

activities and education.

we are now a 501(c)(3)

Please mail your contribution to: Solutions, 
P. O. Box 1549, Moab, UT 84532

http://www.moab-solutions.org/index.html

LIFETIME
BACKBONER

STEVE RUSSELL
Moab, UT


